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THE FAITHFULNESS OF GOD 
 

 Shortly after the Israelites left Mount Sinai, they 

complained that they wanted some meat to eat. God 

told Moses, “Therefore the LORD will give you meat, 

and you shall eat . . . for a whole month” (Numbers 

11:18,20). When Moses inquired about how meat 

could be supplied in the wilderness for such a great 

multitude of people, Jehovah’s response was, “Has the 

LORD’s arm been shortened? Now you shall see 

whether what I say will happen to you or not” 

(Numbers 11:23). Could the Lord deliver on His 

promise to provide meat for Israel? Of course. Would 

He deliver on that promise? Same answer! God is true 

to Himself and true to His word. What He says is 

trustworthy – every time! 

 One chapter of the Bible in which the faithfulness 

of “the faithful God” (Deuteronomy 7:9) is exalted 

time and again is Psalm 89. There we read, “I will sing 

of the mercies of the LORD forever; with my mouth 

will I make known Your faithfulness to all generations 

. . . Your faithfulness You shall establish in the very 

heavens . . . O LORD God of hosts, Who is mighty like 

You, O LORD? Your faithfulness also surrounds You . 

. .” (Psalm 89:1,2,8).  

 Hear what God Himself stated about His 

faithfulness: “Nevertheless My lovingkindness I will 

not utterly take from him, nor allow My faithfulness to 

fail. My covenant I will not break nor alter the word 

that has gone out of My lips” (Psalm 89:33,34). Did 

you notice? In God’s own words, He proclaimed that 

He will not allow His faithfulness to fail. Because that 

is so, His faithfulness is unchanging and cannot be 

negated. Furthermore, because of His faithfulness, He 

will not break any covenant which He has made, nor 

will a word that He has spoken be altered.  

 In speaking about the failure of the Jews to submit 

to God’s will, Paul asked, “For what if some did not 

believe? Will their unbelief make the faithfulness of 

God without effect? Certainly not! Indeed, let God be 

true but every man a liar . . .” (Romans 3:3,4). To say 

“let God be true but every man a liar” does not imply 

that it is acceptable to lie, nor does it indicate that 

there is not a single honest person. What it does show 

is a contrast between God’s faithfulness (He never, 

ever lies) and man’s tendency to be unreliable. Man’s 

general lack of faithfulness cannot change the fact of 

God’s faithfulness. In fact, man’s failure to be faithful 

makes God’s faithfulness shine even more. Again, we 

read, “If we are faithless, He remains faithful. He 

cannot deny Himself” (2 Timothy 2:13). 

Multiple times in the Scriptures we read the 

simple, three-word statement that “God is faithful” (1 

Corinthians 1:9; 10:13). He always is true to His 

word. If He says that something will happen, then 

indeed, it will. If He says that something will not 

happen, then it will not. If He promises to bless, He 

will do so, and if He says that He will withhold 

blessings or even punish, then such statements by Him 

should be counted as one hundred per cent accurate 

and reliable. For God’s children to recall His 

faithfulness serves as a motive for being true to Him, 

as it is written, “Let us hold fast the confession of our 

hope without wavering, for He who promised is 

faithful” (Hebrews 10:23).  

The Lord’s faithfulness encourages His servants. 

Christians are comforted to know that as we confess 

our sins, He is faithful and just to forgive us (1 John 

1:9). If we truly believe in God’s faithfulness to His 

promises, then we will be firm in our conviction that 

He really does forgive us when we repent and turn 

from the error of our ways. If we “wonder” if God 

really has forgiven us, then does that not indicate that 

we have doubts about His faithfulness to His word? 

We also read that God has promised not to forsake 

His faithful servants (Hebrews 13:5). Are we not 

thankful that we do not serve a wishy-washy, moody 

God who goes back on His word?! 

God has promised a crown of life to those who 

love Him (James 1:12). Since God cannot lie (Titus 

1:2), we take comfort in this wonderful promise, too! 

The Lord never fails on His promises . . . not one time. 

Here is a sobering thought for the saints of God. If 

we are called to be “partakers of the divine nature” (2 

Peter 1:4), then we need to show forth the 

characteristics of God which can be imitated. That 

would include imitating His faithfulness in our 

commitment to Him and in our dealings with our 

fellow man. Do we? Are we people of faithfulness?  
-- Roger D. Campbell 



Brief Takeaways from Deuteronomy 13 
 

 As unpleasant as the thought may have been, God 

wanted Israel to be on guard against false messengers 

among His people, as well as those who might want to 

serve idols. What did the Lord say?   

 The possibility of false prophets arising among the 

Israelites – Regardless of what else a person said or 

did, if he encouraged the Israelites to go and serve 

other gods, the Lord’s message was: “You shall not 

listen to the words of that prophet or dreamer of 

dreams” (13:2,3). Such false prophets would be a test 

of the Israelites – a test to see whether they would 

love the Lord with all of their heart and soul (13:3).  

 Prescribed punishment for false prophets – They 

were to be put to death (13:5). Such men spoke to turn 

Israel away from God (13:5), which was a serious 

matter. What good would be accomplished by taking 

the life of a false prophet? Hear God’s answer: “So 

you shall put away the evil from your midst” (13:5). 

So, the Lord considered it to be “evil” to present a false 

message which could draw Israel away from Him. 

 What were the Israelites to do if a family member 

or close friend entreated them to go serve other gods? 

Jehovah said not to listen to such distracters, not to 

pity them, and not attempt to hide them, that is, cover 

up their blasphemous exhortation (13:6-8). Instead, 

such people were to be put to death (13:9). Again, 

what good would such action do? God’s explanation 

was: “So all Israel shall hear and fear, and not again 

do such wickedness as this among you” (13:11). Such  

discipline would send a message to the whole nation: 

such conduct is wicked in God’s sight and will not be 

tolerated, regardless of who the people are.  

 A third scenario – What if someone tried to stir up 

the inhabitants of a city to go after other gods? (9:12--

16):  In such a case, God’s instruction was, “Then you 

shall inquire, search out, and ask diligently. And if it 

is indeed true and certain that such an abomination 

was committed among you, you shall surely strike the 

inhabitants of that city with the edge of the sword, 

utterly destroying it . . .” (13:14,15). No action was to 

be taken against someone based on a rumor. The 

Israelites were to inquire, search diligently, and 

confirm someone’s guilt before carrying out 

punishment against them. That principle still holds 

true in how we deal with one another in the church.   

 It was right in God’s sight to punish the evildoers 

in the nation of Israel (13:18), and God would bless 

His people for carrying out His commands, even if it 

meant standing up against those whom they loved 

dearly. The truth is the truth, regardless of who might 

be involved. Showing partiality was unacceptable.  
-- Roger D. Campbell 

Brief Takeaways from Deuteronomy 14 
 

 Holiness, clean and unclean animals, tithing and 

not forsaking the Levite . . .  

 The Lord expected holiness from His people – He 

told the Israelites not to cut themselves or shave the 

front of their head for dead people (14:1). He also 

forbid them to boil a young goat in its mother’s milk 

(14:21). Those restrictions may sound strange to us, 

but, in fact, the cutting of the head and boiling of a 

young goat in the fashion described were practices 

connected with idolatry. Simply put, God did not want 

His people to imitate the practices of unbelievers. 

Even today, Christians are not to imitate the ways of 

the world (Romans 12:2). Holiness requires such. 

 Holiness required submission to the Lord and self-

control – What a blessing it was for Israel to be the 

Lord’s people. They were “holy,” “chosen,” and “a 

special treasure” to Him (14:2). When God prescribed 

the holiness which He expected of His chosen people, 

that included dietary restrictions. He identified some 

animals as “clean” and categorized others as 

“unclean” (14:3-21). It was acceptable for Israel to eat 

“clean” animals; not so with the “unclean” ones. God 

did not tell the Israelites to follow their conscience, to 

do what they felt was right, or to eat whatever they 

had eaten in the past. No, He spoke in specific terms: 

“This is acceptable; this is not.” And what was 

expected of the Israelites? To conform to God’s 

standard. They needed to learn that the way of 

holiness is not simply in being different from others, 

but in submitting to God’s instructions.  

 Tithing required – For those Israelites who planted 

crops, God’s message was, “You shall truly tithe all 

the increase of your grain that the field produces year 

by year” (14:22). The giving of one-tenth of their 

produce was to be done each year, and it was to be 

done on “all the increase” of their harvest. While such 

language sounds simple enough to understand and 

implement, we recall that in the days of Malachi, the 

Jews were stealing from Jehovah. How? By failing to 

give Him the required tithes (Malachi 3:8). 

 Special arrangement for Levites and others – Israel 

was reminded not to forsake His servants, the Levites 

(14:27; 12:19). God also called on Israel to do something 

special with their tithes every third year. God told them, 

“At the end of every third year you shall bring out the 

tithe of your produce of that year and store it up 

within your gates” (14:28). That stored-up food was to 

be made available to Levites, foreigners in the land, the 

fatherless, and widows (14:29). The call for such action 

reminded Israel of God’s lovingkindness and His 

desire for His people to be generous and serve others.  
-- Roger D. Campbell 



WHY DID JESUS TEACH IN PARABLES?

 No one ever taught like Jesus did! (John 7:46). 

When He taught people, He often employed parables. 

By doing so, He fulfilled Old Testament prophecy 

(Psalm 78:2; 49:4). Jesus was neither the first nor last 

person in history to teach via parables, but He used 

them in an unparalleled, masterful way. Depending on 

how one classifies the stories told by Jesus, the New 

Testament records some thirty to forty of His parables. 

They truly were an important aspect of His teaching, 

and God wants us to be blessed by them. 

 The main Greek word from which we get our 

English word “parable” is “παραβολή/parabole,” 

which means: “a placing of one thing by the side of 

another, juxtaposition, as of ships in battle . . . 

metaphorically a comparing, comparison of one thing 

with another, likeness, similitude” [Thayer, word no. 

385]. A parable was a story, an earthly story. But it 

was different from a common story in that within the 

parable/story there was a spiritual meaning. In His 

parables, the Christ took a well-known or common 

occurrence, or at least one which could have 

happened, and placed beside it a spiritual meaning. It 

is clear, then, that parables were symbolic language. 

 But, why? Why did the Master teach in parables? 

We are not the first ones to wonder about that. His 

disciples once asked Him, “Why do You speak to them 

in parables?” (Matthew 13:10). At times, Jesus used 

parables to answer questions. For instance, one man 

who tried to justify himself asked the Christ, “Who is 

my neighbor” (Luke 10:29). In response to that 

inquiry, Jesus told him a story that we call the 

“Parable of the Good Samaritan” (10:30-37). Jesus 

used that story to open the man’s eyes to the need to 

love and show compassion on all people 

 Jesus spoke in parables to reveal the truth, to 

make the truth plain to those who really sought to find 

and follow it. As part of Jesus’ answer to the 

disciples’ question about why He taught in parables, 

He told them, “But blessed are your eyes for they see, 

and your ears for they hear; for assuredly, I say to 

you that many prophets and righteous men desired to 

see what you see, and did not see it, and to hear what 

you hear, and did not hear it” (Matthew 13:16,17). 

We recall that Jesus taught that one who hungers and 

thirsts for righteousness will be filled (Matthew 5:6). 

Jesus plainly set forth the value of God’s kingdom in 

the Parable of the Hidden Treasure and the Pearl of 

Great Price (Matthew 13:44-46). 

 It is also true that Jesus used parables in order to 

conceal the truth from the hard-hearted or those who 

would abuse it. When Isaiah proclaimed God’s word, 

he faced people with a prejudiced/dishonest heart. The 

same thing happened with the Christ when He taught: 

“Hearing you will hear and shall not understand, and 

seeing you will see and not perceive; for the hearts of 

this people have grown dull. Their ears are hard of 

hearing, And their eyes they have closed . . . (Matthew 

13:14,15). God wants all to be saved (1 Timothy 2:4), 

and because of His marvelous love, Jesus came to 

save the sinful world (Luke 19:10). Yet, the reality is, 

many people do not have a love for the truth (2 

Thessalonians 2:10-12). Remember that some loved 

the Christ, but others hated Him and His message. 

Thus, because of their rebellious spirit, what some 

possessed would be taken away from them (Matthew 

7:6; 13:12). 

Furthermore, Jesus used parables to help His 

listeners remember the lessons taught. If they could 

remember the story, then they ought to be able to 

remember the truth that was taught in it. Who could 

forget the Parable of the Lost/Prodigal Son? (Luke 

15:11-32). And who could forget the Parable of the 

Talents (Matthews 25:14-30)? Stories which painted 

such a vivid picture could be recalled more easily.  

 Another practical reason for our Lord’s use of 

parables was this: He spoke parables to cause His 

listeners to understand and admit a truth or principle 

before they realized how it applied to them. Parables 

caused people to admit the truth first, and then they 

had to consider what it had to do with them 

personally. The prophet Nathan used such an 

approach in telling a story to help King David see his 

guilt in his dealings with Bathsheba (2 Samuel 12:1-

6). One clear case in Jesus’ teaching is when He told 

the Parable of the Wicked Vinedressers/Husbandmen 

(Matthew 21:33-46). After hearing this story, the 

Jewish leaders properly stated what should be done 

with the people in that story who had done wrongly. 

After their admission of that truth (which actually 

pointed to their own punishment), they had an “Oh, 

no” moment: “Now when the chief priests and 

Pharisees heard His parables, they perceived that He 

was speaking of them” (Matthew 21:45).  

 Jesus’ parables were amazing. Rather than fear 

them, let us see their great value in helping us 

understand the will of God for mankind. Those who 

study them with an open mind and desire to learn the 

truth will be blessed immensely.  

-- Roger D. Campbell 



John 4:35-38 – SOWING, HARVEST, AND ETERNAL LIFE

 When Jesus had His well-known discussion with a 

Samaritan woman, His apostles went to purchase 

food. After they returned to Him, He shared these 

thoughts with them: 

(35) Do you not say, ‘There are still four months and 

then comes the harvest?’ Behold, I say to you, lift up 

your eyes and look at the fields, for they are already 

white for harvest! (36) And he who reaps receives 

wages, and gathers fruit for eternal life, that both he 

who sows and he who reaps may rejoice together. 

(37) For in this the saying is true, ‘One sows and 

another reaps.’ (38) I sent you to reap that for which 

you have not labored, others have labored, and you 

have entered into their labors.” (John 4:35-38) 

 What fascinating thoughts! The Christ’s message 

was about sowing, reaping, harvest, and eternal life. 

Surely those ideas are of great interest to every servant 

of the Master! 

 In this case, Jesus spoke about sowing. He spoke 

of “he who sows” (4:36). That would be any disciple 

of His. About which kind of sowing was He speaking? 

Spiritual sowing – sowing the seed, which is the word 

of God (Luke 8:11) and has the power to produce fruit 

in the form of new disciples of Jesus (1 Peter 1:23). 

 For those who live in a tropical climate, it may be 

possible to plant vegetation and sow seed at any time 

throughout the year. Other areas have a much greater 

range in temperatures, so there may be only certain 

periods of the year when people who dwell there can 

sow their seed. In the spiritual realm, seed sowing is 

“in season” every day of every year. What a blessing! 

As you study the book of Acts, note the frequency 

with which the biblical text records that the early 

saints sowed the seed on a daily basis. Now that is 

taking the sowing business seriously. 

 Jesus also spoke about the harvest (4:35). He 

made reference to the literal harvest of literal fields, 

but He called on His apostles to lift their eyes to view 

another harvest – the harvest of souls! “White unto 

harvest” (4:35) points to the fact that with some crops, 

as they are getting to the ripened stage of 

development, they (either the grain or stalk) turn a 

shade of white/beige/yellow. Those familiar with 

farming understand that the color of the plant or grain 

is “a giveaway” – it reveals that the time of harvest is 

imminent. Whether we think of ourselves as fishers of 

men to bring the lost to Jesus (Mark 1:17) or gathering 

the harvest of souls, the image is the same: God wants 

us to “Bring Them in” to the Good Shepherd.  

 Again, the beauty of sowing the seed of the gospel 

is that we do not have to wait four months to have a 

harvest. We do not have to circle a date or period of 

time on a calendar and look to that limited time phase 

as our only opportunity to reap souls. The Lord 

willingly adds saved people to His church any day of 

any week of any month (Acts 2:47). Let us not allow 

Satan to hinder us from redeeming the time and 

sowing the seed as we have the chance. Today’s missed 

opportunities may be tomorrow’s closed doors.  

 In potential, “the harvest is plenteous” (Matthew 

9:37). We recognize that a failure to sow the seed will 

result in crop failure, too. In the spiritual realm, that 

means that where there is no sowing of the word, there 

will be no harvest of souls. It is that simple. Laborers 

are needed! (Matthew 9:38). Let each of us be doing 

what we can to improve our ability to sow the seed. 

Yes, let us pray for laborers, but after we say “Amen” 

in our prayers, let us be looking for occasions when 

we can be part of the work force and teach lost souls. 

 The Christ further talked about eternal life. As He 

spoke about seed-sowing and its desired results, He 

mentioned “harvest” (4:35), “reaping” (4:36-38), 

“fruit” (4:36) and “eternal life” (4:36). The “harvest” 

is the “reaping” of “fruit” – a harvest of souls, 

bringing lost people to the Savior so they might enjoy 

eternal life. Our goal in teaching the gospel is not to 

make new friends or to fulfill an assignment. No, our 

goal is to help people receive eternal life. If you think 

that sowing the seed can be a life-changing, eternal-

destiny-changing activity, you are absolutely correct! 

Jesus spoke about different roles in the process 

of trying to produce a harvest. As He said, “One sows 

and another reaps” (4:37). In the scheme of 

conversion, one person may be the one who initiates 

the teaching. He might even carry on a Bible study 

with the lost person for a lengthy period of time. 

However, for whatever reason(s), under his direction 

the lost soul does not obey the gospel. At a later time, 

the unbeliever decides it is time to accept the Lord’s 

salvation. Perhaps one or more people play a role in 

“closing the deal” with him. They would be “the 

reapers.” Their role is not more important. In fact, 

they may spend little time in actually teaching and/or 

encouraging the lost person. They are, however, in the 

right place at the right time. The sowers and reapers 

rejoice together. Why? Because, to the glory of the 

God of heaven, a person has been forgiven of past 

sins. To that end, let us labor and labor and labor! 
-- Roger D. Campbell 
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